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Governor Bill Richardson Allocates One Million Dollars 
Total to Four Border Counties  

 
Deming, New Mexico - Governor Bill Richardson today announced one million dollars to be divided by the 
border counties as part of his commitment to increase border security and help counties and local governments 
deal with the costs. 
 
“When I declared a border emergency due to the rise in incidents of violence against people and property, I 
pledged an additional one million dollars to the counties to help them meet their costs and to hire more law 
enforcement personnel, purchase additional border vehicles and equipment.  Today we are awarding 
$500,000.00 to Luna County, $205,000.00 to Hidalgo County, $120,000.00 to Grant county and $100,000.00 to 
Dona Ana County.  In addition, I will place a new Office of Homeland Security in Deming and have allocated 
$75,000.000 for that purpose.  This money is from the federal emergency funds allocated to New Mexico,” 
Governor Richardson said. 
 
“As many as ten officers may be hired throughout the region and new border vehicles and equipment can now 
be purchased.  Border Security is a federal issue, but the safety of New Mexicans is my concern as Governor.  
We have to pull together and help our border communities and our people threatened for too long by criminal 
activity along the border,” Governor Richardson said. 
 
“In the last week, the United States Border Patrol announced that an additional 105 agents would be assigned to 
the Deming Sector including 86 to the Deming Station.  Also, the Department of Public Safety in Chihuahua 
supervised the demolition of 31 abandoned buildings in Las Chepas.  These two developments are encouraging 
and should decrease the level of criminal activity, human smuggling and drug smuggling on the New 
Mexico/Mexico border,” Governor Richardson said. 
 
Border Emergency County Allocations From One Million Dollars Allocated in Conjunction with Border 
Emergency Declaration: 
 
Hidalgo County                         Total allocation:  $205,000.00 
 
Hidalgo County                                  $150,000.00 
 



Lordsburg Police Department  $55,000.00 
 
Could potentially hire 6 new officers 
 
The money can be used for additional border security officers, border vehicles and equipment. 
 
Luna County    Total allocation $500,000.00 
 
Luna County    $200,000.00 
 
Deming Police Department  $125,000.00 
 
Columbus Police Department  $125,000.00 
 
Columbus Stockyard Fence  $50,000.00 
 
Could potentially hire a total of 10 officers 
 
Luna County has been awarded $500,000.00 total to be used for increased border security and related county 
border expenses.  The money will be allocated at the county level, county sheriff, Deming Police Department 
and Columbus Police Department for additional law enforcement personnel, equipment and border vehicles. 
 
New Office of Homeland Security to be located in Deming $75,000.00 
 
Grant County                                        $120,000.00 
2 officers 
 
Dona Ana County                                 $100,000.00 
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