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(Santa Fe, NM) -- Governor Bill Richardson signed into law today three bills that protect 
victims of domestic violence and prevent abuse in the future.  Governor Richardson has 
long been advocate of domestic violence issues.  During his tenure, he has secured more 
funding for domestic violence than any other Governor in the State of New Mexico. 
 
“I am proud to sign three bills that provide more tools to protect victims and hopefully 
prevent abuse in the future,” said Governor Bill Richardson.” 
 
HB 216 Domestic Violence Victim Substitute Address (Sponsored by Nathan P. 
Cote) 
 
This law will allow victims of domestic violence or a representative to create a substitute 
address for them if there is a good reason to believe the victim’s safety is at risk. The 
address will remain confidential and guarded from data bases to ensure further safety of 
victims.  These addresses can be used by the victim when interacting with any public 
agency, like school districts or the Motor Vehicle Department. This helps ensure that an 
abuser is unable to track a victim through these agencies. 
 
SB 820 Increase Domestic Violence Probation Time (Sponsored by Rod Adair) 
 
This law will increase the probationary time for battery and aggravated battery against a 
household member to up to a maximum of 2 years.  The law will also require the offender 
to complete a domestic violence offender treatment program approved by CYFD and if 
an offender violates a condition of probation, no credit can be give for time served by the 
offender on probation. 



 
SB 1092 Domestic Violence Homicide Review Team (Sponsored by Nancy 
Rodriguez)  
 
This bill creates the Domestic Violence Homicide Review Team to review the facts and 
circumstances of domestic violence related homicides and sexual assault related homicide 
within the state.  The team will determine the causes of death and their relationship to 
both government and non-government service delivery systems. 
 
.   

### 
 


