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Governor Bill Richardson Steps In to Keep Sierra 

County Hospital Open Over Memorial Day Weekend 

SANTA FE –Today Governor Bill Richardson directed the Human Services Department 
to provide emergency financial assistance to the Sierra Vista Hospital in Truth or 
Consequences, in order to keep services running during the busiest weekend in Sierra 
County.   

The Sierra Vista Hospital was experiencing a severe cash flow problem that risked 
jeopardizing service delivery.  The Human Services Department was able to quickly 
assist them by cutting a check today for $500,000 in Medicaid funds that will allow the 
Sierra Vista Hospital to keep its doors open over this busy holiday weekend.  The 
department will also send in a team to work with the hospital staff to provide technical 
assistance with future billing management. 
 
“We worked hard to get this done quickly and make sure that Sierra Vista’s Hospital 
doors stays open and fully operational during the big Memorial Day Weekend,” said 
Governor Richardson.  “With thousands of tourists in the T or C and Elephant Butte area, 
it’s critical to have access to quality emergency and regular health care.”  
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