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WHEREAS, the refusal to receive the COVID-19 vaccine not only endangers the individual 

but the entire community, and further jeopardizes the progress the State has made against the pandemic 

by allowing the virus to transmit more freely and mutate into more transmissible or deadly variants; 

WHEREAS, one such highly-transmissible variant, B.1.617.2, commonly known as the Delta 

variant, now accounts for the majority of new infections; 

WHEREAS, new scientific data demonstrates waning immunity after six months after the 

primary series of the Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna vaccines and two months after the Johnson & 

Johnson’s Janssen vaccine, and those with a booster vaccine have reduced risk for a breakthrough 

infection; 

WHEREAS, the State has recorded a significant increase in new COVID-19 cases in recent 

weeks, with cases expected to rise even further in the Fall and Winter months; 

WHEREAS, the further spread of COVID-19 in the State of New Mexico poses a threat to the 

health, safety, and wellbeing of all New Mexicans; 

WHEREAS, State employees who become ill cannot adequately perform their duties, which 

disrupts the orderly operation of State government;  

WHEREAS, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has approved every adult for a booster 

dose six months after the completion of the individual’s primary series of vaccination with Pfizer-

BioNTech and Moderna vaccines or two months after the completion of the individual’s primary series 

of vaccination with Johnson & Johnson’s Janssen vaccine, and the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) has stated recently that all adults 18 and over should receive a booster vaccine; 

WHEREAS, it is of critical importance to ensure that State employees receive boosters doses 

of the vaccine, if eligible, to fight rising rates of spread; and 
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