State of New Mexico

Michelle Lujan Grisham

Governor

March 6, 2026

HOUSE EXECUTIVE MESSAGE NO. 88

The Honorable Javier Martinez, Speaker of the House and
Members of the New Mexico House of Representatives

State Capitol Building
Santa Fe, NM 87501

Speaker Martinez and Members of the House:

Pursuant to my authority under Article IV, Section 22 of the New Mexico Constitution, I have
signed HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE SUBSTITUTE FOR HOUSE BILL 99 (“HB 99”),

enacted by the Fifty-Seventh Legislature, Second Session, 2026.

I am pleased to sign HB 99, which enacts substantial reforms to the Medical Malpractice Act. I
commend Representative Christine Chandler for her herculean efforts to get this bill passed. This
bill marks an important step towards solving New Mexico’s health care provider shortage, while
also maintaining important safeguards to compensate patients who have been injured. Adding
more medical providers will reduce waiting times to see a physician—meaning that patients will
be less sick when they begin their treatment, leading to better outcomes.

I also note that while HB 99 marks a big step forward in increasing access to healthcare in New
Mexico, we still have far more to do. The Legislature must continue its work to join interstate
compacts so that providers who are duly licensed in other states have an easier route to practice
medicine in New Mexico. We also must continue to explore mechanisms to hold insurance
companies accountable for their obligations to provide all their customers with adequate benefits,
free from opaque charging practices and random denials of the care to which they are entitled.

Let us not lose momentum. We must keep advocating for both patients and health care providers
alike, so that New Mexico becomes a model for the rest of the country.

Respectfully yours,
‘ ] ' .

Michelle Lujan Grigham
Governor
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